Listening and Appraising 2025/2026
Monday: Whole school assembly 
Tuesday: Music assembly (ST will unpick the music and terminology in more detail)
Wednesday: Class assembly- play song in class 
Thursday: Reading assembly 
Friday: Whole school celebration assembly
Assembly music
	TERM
	ELEMENT 
	SONG CHOICE (IN ORDER)

	Term 1
	DYNAMICS 
The loudness of quietness of the music.
	1. Classical – “In the Hall of the Mountain King” (Grieg)
· Why: Starts very quietly and gradually builds to a very loud ending. Kids love the sneaky beginning and exciting climax.
2. Classical Ballet – “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” (Tchaikovsky)
· Why: Magical, soft textures contrasted with sudden louder passages. Great for showing delicate vs. stronger sounds.
3. Jazz – “Sing, Sing, Sing” (Benny Goodman)
· Why: Big band jazz with playful contrasts between quieter solo sections and powerful ensemble hits.
4. Musical Theatre – “Do-Re-Mi” (Rodgers & Hammerstein, The Sound of Music)
· Why: Uses dynamics to highlight the growing excitement, easy for children to sing along and recognize.
5. Film Music – “Hedwig’s Theme” (John Williams, Harry Potter)
· Why: Has soft mysterious moments and sweeping louder sections, making dynamics easy to spot.
6. Pop – “Firework” (Katy Perry)
· Why: Clear contrast between the quieter verses and the explosive, loud chorus. Kids often know it already.
7. Rock- “Livin’ on a Prayer” (Bon Jovi)
· Why: Soft verses and the chorus explodes with louder, more energetic dynamics.

	Term 2 
	PITCH
How high or low the sound is.
	1. Classical – “Carnival of the Animals: The Elephant & The Aviary” (Saint-Saëns)
· Why: “The Elephant” is very low (double bass), while “The Aviary” is very high (flute). A brilliant contrast for teaching pitch.
2. Classical Ballet – “Dance of the Reed Flutes” (Tchaikovsky, Nutcracker)
· Why: Features high, light flutes against deeper orchestral instruments. Kids can hear the pitch differences clearly.
3. Opera – “Queen of the Night Aria” (Mozart, The Magic Flute)
· Why: Famous for its extremely high notes—great for showing the top end of the vocal range.
4. Musical Theatre – “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” (Arlen, The Wizard of Oz)
· Why: Starts with a big pitch leap (“Some-where”), perfect for demonstrating rising melody.
5. Film Music – “Jaws Theme” (John Williams)
· Why: Alternates between just two notes, low in pitch—brilliant for showing how pitch can create mood (creepy, suspenseful).
6. Pop – “Shake It Off” (Taylor Swift)
· Why: Verses sit in a lower pitch, while the chorus jumps higher—easy to compare high/low in a familiar song.
7. World Music – Didgeridoo (Australian Aboriginal)
· Why: Produces very low-pitched drone sounds, contrasting well with higher-pitched instruments or voices.

	Term 3
	TEXTURE
How different musical lines or parts are combined.
	1. Classical – “Boléro” (Ravel)
· Why: Starts with one instrument, then layers more and more, making texture changes very clear.
2. Jazz – “Take Five” (Dave Brubeck Quartet)
· Why: Features clear texture shifts: the sparse drum + bass groove, saxophone melody, and moments when all instruments layer together. Easy to hear instruments entering and leaving.
3. Opera/Choral – “Hallelujah Chorus” (Handel, Messiah)
· Why: Alternates between homophonic (everyone together) and polyphonic (different parts entering separately).
4. Musical Theatre – “One Day More” (Les Misérables, Schönberg)
· Why: Different characters sing separate lines that overlap and combine into a thick texture—very exciting for kids.
5. Film Music – “Circle of Life” (Elton John/Hans Zimmer, The Lion King)
· Why: Starts with a single voice, then the choir and orchestra join in—clear textural build.
6. Pop – “Bohemian Rhapsody” (Queen)
· Why: Moves through contrasting textures: solo voice, close harmony, dense rock sections.
7. Ballad – “Imagine” (John Lennon)
· Why: Mostly homophonic (voice + piano), with a very clear, simple texture—easy for children to identify compared with thicker examples.

	Term 4
	TEMPO
The speed of the music
	1. Classical – “Flight of the Bumblebee” (Rimsky-Korsakov)
· Tempo: Extremely fast and energetic, great for showing speed in music.
2. Ballet – “Waltz of the Flowers” (Tchaikovsky, Nutcracker)
· Tempo: Moderate triple-time dance, steady and graceful.
3. Jazz – “Sing, Sing, Sing” (Benny Goodman)
· Tempo: Fast swing with driving rhythm, easy for children to clap along.
4. Musical Theatre – “I Dreamed a Dream” (Les Misérables, Schönberg)
· Tempo: Slow and steady, ideal for showing contrast with faster examples.
5. Film Music – “Imperial March” (John Williams, Star Wars)
· Tempo: March-like, steady and driving, easy for children to step or march in time.
6. Pop – “Uptown Funk” (Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars)
· Tempo: Upbeat and danceable, strong regular pulse.
7. World Music – Tarantella (Traditional Italian Dance)
· Tempo: Very fast, lively folk dance — fun for children to move to and compare with slower pieces.

	Term 5
	PULSE
The underlying steady beat of the music
	1. Classical – “Radetzky March” (Strauss Sr.)
· Pulse: Strong, steady marching beat — perfect for clapping or stepping in time.
2. Ballet – “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” (Tchaikovsky)
· Pulse: Delicate, lighter pulse that’s harder to feel at first — good for contrast with strong beats.
3. Jazz – “In the Mood” (Glenn Miller)
· Pulse: Swing rhythm with a steady underlying beat that children can clap along to.
4. Musical Theatre – “Consider Yourself” (Oliver!, Lionel Bart)
· Pulse: Bouncy, clear pulse, perfect for group singing and movement.
5. Film Music – “Pirates of the Caribbean Theme” (Hans Zimmer)
· Pulse: Driving, steady beat that feels like sailing or galloping — very engaging for kids.
6. Pop – “We Will Rock You” (Queen)
· Pulse: Famous stomping and clapping rhythm makes the beat unmistakable.
7. Jazz – “Take the ‘A’ Train” (Duke Ellington)
· Pulse: Strong, swinging jazz pulse with syncopation, great for clapping or walking to the beat.

	Term 6
	DURATION
How long a sound is held for.
	1. Classical – “Clair de Lune” (Debussy)
· Duration: Long, flowing piano notes contrasted with shorter ornamental figures—great for listening to sustained vs brief sounds.
2. Ballet – “Arabian Dance” (Tchaikovsky, Nutcracker)
· Duration: Slow, sustained melodies with occasional short staccato notes in the accompaniment.
3. Jazz – “So What” (Miles Davis)
· Duration: Long, held trumpet notes contrasted with shorter, rhythmic piano chords and drum hits.
4. Musical Theatre – “On My Own” (Les Misérables)
· Duration: Mix of long lyrical vocal lines and shorter, accented words—perfect for noticing note lengths.
5. Film Music – “Concerning Hobbits” (Howard Shore, The Lord of the Rings)
· Duration: Short, playful rhythmic motifs in the strings and flute contrasted with longer held notes in the melody.
6. Pop – “Hello” (Adele)
· Duration: Sustained vocal phrases versus shorter piano chords; dramatic contrasts make it easy for children to hear.
7. World Music – Japanese Koto Music (Traditional)
· Duration: Long resonant notes on the strings contrasted with rapid, short plucked notes—excellent for demonstrating duration variety.



