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Curious. Inspired. Resilient
Science Assessment Map (2025-2026) 

	Universal Success Criteria (to apply to all year groups)

	Scientific Knowledge:
✔ Uses correct scientific vocabulary for the year group
✔ Gives accurate scientific facts for the topic
✔ Shows understanding rather than recall alone
	Working Scientifically:
✔ Outcome includes the required evidence (diagram / table / graph / labels etc.)
✔ Describes what was observed, measured, or found
✔ Gives a reason or explanation linked to evidence
✔ Clear, organised layout suitable for age



	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Year 1 & Year 2
	Term 1–2: Living Things and Their Habitats (Y2)
Assessment:
Pupils create a labelled habitat display including a correctly notated food chain and a clear explanation of how the habitat meets basic needs.
Success Criteria:
✔ Habitat picture is correctly labelled
✔ Food chain includes arrows and correct direction
✔ Explanation mentions: food, shelter, temperature OR safety
✔ Writing/speaking shows simple cause‑and‑effect (e.g., “The habitat helps the fox because…”)
	Term 3: Use of Everyday Materials (Y1)
Assessment:
Match objects to materials, describe at least two properties, and group materials by a chosen property with reasoning.
Success Criteria:
✔ Correctly matches objects to materials
✔ Describes at least two properties
✔ Groups materials by one chosen property and explains why (simple phrase acceptable)
	Term 4: Use of Everyday Materials (Y2)
Assessment:
Design a simple school-related object. Label materials, explain why they are suitable, and justify why alternatives would not work.
Success Criteria:
✔ Object design clearly labelled
✔ Material choices match their properties
✔ Gives at least one justified example of an unsuitable material (“Not waterproof”, “Too bendy”)
	Term 5: Plants (Y1/2)
Assessment:
Create a booklet or presentation explaining plant needs, labelled diagrams, growth records (Y2 tables/charts; Y1 drawings), and life cycle.
Success Criteria:
✔ Shows what plants need to grow
✔ Includes labelled parts of the plant
✔ Growth is recorded (Y1 drawings; Y2 simple tables/charts)
✔ Life cycle in the right order
	Term 6: Animals Including Humans (Y1/2)
Assessment:
Produce a poster/booklet including classification, labelled body parts, life cycle examples, and one similarity and difference between animals and humans (Y2 extension).
Success Criteria:
✔ Labels main body parts
✔ Sorts animals into simple groups
✔ Includes correct life cycle examples
✔ Gives one similarity and one difference between humans and animals (Y2)

	Year 3
	Term 1: Animals Including Humans (Nutrition & Skeletons)
Assessment:
Write-up including balanced menu plan and annotated skeleton diagram showing support, protection and movement.
Success Criteria:
✔ Balanced meal includes all food groups
✔ Skeleton diagram shows support, protection and movement
✔ Labels are accurate and placed correctly
	Term 2: Light
Assessment:
Investigation report explaining a pattern in shadow size with labelled diagrams and a safety statement about sunlight.
Success Criteria:
✔ Shadow pattern is described (e.g., “closer = bigger”)
✔ Diagram matches test setup
✔ Includes simple sun‑safety rule
	Term 3: Forces and Magnets
Assessment:
Design and evaluate a magnetic game, justifying magnet choices and predicting interactions using pole language.
Success Criteria:
✔ Game design works using magnets
✔ Predicts attraction/repulsion correctly
✔ Uses “north/south”, “attract/repel” accurately
✔ Gives one improvement to design
	Term 4: Rocks, Soils and Fossils
Assessment:
Classify rocks by observable properties and explain fossil formation with labelled diagrams.
Success Criteria:
✔ Sorts rocks using observable properties
✔ Labels rock types correctly (igneous/sedimentary/metamorphic)
✔ Fossil diagram is clear and in correct sequence
	Term 5: Enquiry Focus - Light & Colour (Pop Art)
Assessment:
Full enquiry report including question, prediction, method, diagrams/tables/graphs, results and conclusion linking to colour/light behaviour.
Success Criteria:
✔ Clear question + prediction
✔ Simple method with variable(s) identified
✔ Evidence recorded (table + diagram/graph)
✔ Conclusion explains pattern using colour/light vocabulary
	Term 6: Plants
Assessment:
Review comparative plant growth test including prediction, method, results and conclusion based on evidence.
Success Criteria:
✔ States what was changed and kept the same
✔ Growth recorded over time
✔ Conclusion refers to the evidence collected

	Year 4
	Term 1: States of Matter
Assessment:
Short explanation of the water cycle with a diagram and results from an evaporation test.
Success Criteria:
✔ Explains evaporation/melting/condensation correctly
✔ Water cycle diagram includes: evaporation → condensation → precipitation
✔ Uses evidence from test
	Term 2: Electricity (Series Circuits)
Assessment:
Annotated circuit diagram and design evaluation including conductor/insulator choices and switch placement.
Success Criteria:
✔ Circuit diagram uses correct symbols
✔ Explains whether the design worked
✔ Mentions conductor/insulator or switch placement
	Term 3: Animals Including Humans (Digestion & Teeth)
Assessment:
Labelled digestion diagram, explanation of teeth functions, and a correctly constructed food chain.
Success Criteria:
✔ Diagram labels: mouth → oesophagus → stomach → intestines
✔ Explains functions of incisors, canines, molars
✔ Food chain is complete and accurate
	Term 4: Sound
Assessment:
Investigation write-up showing patterns between pitch/volume and object features, including diagrams, tables/graphs, and explanation.
Success Criteria:
✔ Describes pattern for pitch
✔ Describes pattern for volume
✔ Includes diagram + table/graph
✔ Explanation uses vibration language
	Term 5: Living Things & Habitats
Assessment:
Create a classification key for rainforest species and correctly classify provided examples.
Success Criteria:
✔ Classification key works correctly for all examples
✔ Questions in key are clear and observable (not opinion-based)
	Term 6: Enquiry Focus - Materials & Structures
Assessment:
Evaluation of materials for strength, flexibility and waterproofness, with justified conclusions linked to an applied design (e.g., shield)
Success Criteria:
✔ Tests strength/flexibility/waterproofing fairly
✔ Records findings clearly
✔ Explains which material is best and why
✔ Links design choices to evidence

	Year 5
	Term 1: Living Things and Their Habitats (Life Cycles & Reproduction)
Assessment:
Illustrated life-cycle guide with comparisons between groups.
Success Criteria:
✔ Stages are correctly ordered
✔ Diagrams are scientific & labelled
✔ Comparison mentions at least one similarity and difference between two groups
	Term 2: Forces (Gravity, Resistance & Friction)
Assessment:
Comparative investigation write-up including results table/graph and conclusion using correct force vocabulary.
Success Criteria:
✔ Table or graph is complete and accurate
✔ Uses correct scientific vocabulary (friction, gravity, resistance)
✔ Conclusion explains pattern using evidence
	Term 3: Earth and Space
Assessment:
Portfolio page including labelled model diagram and explanation of day/night supported by shadow/sundial data.
Success Criteria:
✔ Diagram shows Sun–Earth–Moon system or day/night model
✔ Explanation shows understanding of rotation
✔ Uses observed shadow/sundial data in reasoning
	Term 4: Properties and Changes of Materials
Assessment:
Investigation showing which materials best insulate and why, including tables, graphs and conclusion.
Success Criteria:
✔ Uses a fair test with controlled variables
✔ Graph/table is clear
✔ Explains why the best insulator worked (linked to thermal properties)
	Term 5: Enquiry Focus - Nordic Investigations
Assessment:
Enquiry portfolio including comparative test, pattern-seeking graph, classification diagram and pupil-led investigation.
Success Criteria:
✔ Includes at least: one comparative test, one pattern graph, one classification, one pupil‑led enquiry
✔ Each piece has a conclusion linked to evidence
✔ Uses correct enquiry vocabulary (prediction, variable, results, conclusion)
	Term 6: Animals Including Humans – Human Development
Assessment:
Interpret developmental data using an appropriate graph type with justification.
Success Criteria:
✔ Graph type chosen makes sense for the data
✔ Explains trend shown (increase/decrease/pattern)
✔ Refers to life‑stage vocabulary

	Year 6
	Term 1: Electricity (Components, Control & Symbols)
Assessment:
Labelled circuit diagrams with symbols and a short evaluation explaining how voltage/cell number affects component performance.
Success Criteria:
✔ Circuit diagram uses correct symbols
✔ Explains effect of more/fewer cells
✔ Uses vocabulary: voltage, brightness, current (age‑appropriate)
	Term 2: Light (Straight Lines & Seeing)
Assessment:
Short investigation report with ray diagrams explaining shadow shape/size and periscope design sketch.
Success Criteria:
✔ Ray diagram shows straight lines and arrows
✔ Explains shadow shape/size changes accurately
✔ Periscope design is labelled and functional
	Term 3: Evolution and Inheritance
Assessment:
Explanatory page combining a case study and conclusion on adaptation leading to evolution.
Success Criteria:
✔ Includes example (e.g., finches, peppered moth)
✔ Explains adaptation
✔ Connects adaptation → survival → evolution
	Term 4: Circulatory System & Healthy Lifestyle
Assessment:
Annotated diagrams and pulse investigation data with conclusions.
Success Criteria:
✔ Diagram labels heart, lungs, vessels
✔ Pulse test carried out as a fair test
✔ Conclusion explains effect of exercise using scientific vocabulary
	Term 5: Living Things & Habitats (Classification & Microorganisms)
Assessment:
Classification portfolio including vertebrates/invertebrates, plants, microorganisms and branching key.
Success Criteria:
✔ Correctly groups vertebrates & invertebrates
✔ Produces branching key that works
✔ Describes key characteristics accurately
✔ Includes microorganisms with examples
	Term 6: Enquiry Focus – Independent Enquiries
Assessment:
Independent enquiry portfolio including method, variables, data, conclusion and evaluation.
Success Criteria:
✔ Clear question + prediction
✔ Identifies variables correctly
✔ Records data accurately
✔ Uses suitable graph
✔ Conclusion answers the question using evidence
✔ Suggests a realistic improvement
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